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Mr Tony Simpson 

NATIONAL VOLUNTEER WEEK — MOTHER’S DAY 
Statement by Minister for Seniors and Volunteering 

MR A.J. SIMPSON (Darling Range — Minister for Seniors and Volunteering) [9.04 am]: Next week from 
11 to 17 May is National Volunteer Week. Of course, on the day preceding Volunteer Week we celebrate 
Mother’s Day, and it is appropriate that we acknowledge the very important role that mums play in volunteering. 
Mums are the backbone of so many successful community organisations, particularly sporting clubs; indeed, 
they are the reason that many organisations and sporting clubs that rely on volunteers are as successful as they 
are. Without volunteers, many community organisations would not be the success that they are today, and our 
community would be the poorer for it. Figures from the Australian Bureau of Statistics show that mothers have 
the highest rate of participation in voluntary work. The organisations in which mothers mostly volunteer are 
sporting and physical recreation organisations. They volunteer in many important roles and this enables children 
to form teams, teams to form strong sporting clubs and sporting competitions to occur. Mums play a significant 
role in administration, coaching, umpiring, scoring and many other voluntary activities. It would be fair to say 
that without their participation, children’s participation in sport would not be as significant as it is today. When 
I travel around my electorate on weekends to visit sporting grounds, I see significant participation by mums, as 
well as dads. 

Next week we will celebrate the great work done by volunteers. The week will include the presentation of the 
Western Australian Volunteer of the Year Awards and I look forward to reporting to Parliament on the economic 
benefits of volunteering. Four out of five Western Australian residents volunteer in the community either 
formally or informally. The benefits to our society are vast and it is important that we acknowledge the work that 
volunteers do and continue to encourage volunteering throughout the community. 

On Sunday, notwithstanding that it will be Mother’s Day, mums right around the state will attend football 
games, netball games and other activities to volunteer their time to make sure that we have a healthy and happy 
community. I salute all those mums who volunteer their time to make our community a stronger place. I take this 
opportunity to acknowledge Mother’s Day this Sunday. 
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